
MINUTES OF THE STOKE/NEWCASTLE GROUP
COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 18/10/17
AT THE WHITE HART PH, STOKE

Present: T. Adair, A. Bell, I. Bradley, M. &H. Caton, D. Fowler, S. Merry, K. Twigge, B. Wood, A. 
Wheatley, L. & D. Wynne.
Apologies: D. Adair, C. Bigley, A. & R. Clamp, J. Hammond, S.J. Merry

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting:

These were accepted as a true record.
Proposed: H. Caton, Seconded: D. Fowler

2. Matters arising

D. Fowler proposed that an additional meeting be considered before 21/3/18. It was agreed 
that this would be done if it were felt it was needed.

3. HS2 Updat

T. Adair reported his understanding that all local footpaths affected by this railway would be 
diverted, however L. Berrington has reported that a Madeley footpath faced closure. He will 
investigate.

4. Event Update

(a) Area Council Reports:
     a. S.J & S. Merry attended the 13/7/17 Staffordshire Ramblers Area Council meeting at 
Penkridge.The following emerged from the documentation and discussions:
          i. Groups should be aware that if they have levels of reserves more than 40% of their 
annual expenditure, they may receive less money, than they request in their budget 
submissions to Ramblers central office. J. Hammond was advised of this situation before the
deadline for the Stoke/Newcastle budget.
          ii. The Cannock Chase AONB 5-year management plan has progressed as follows:
                 1. The car parking review is likely to involve closure of some car parks and 
expansion of others. The resultant car parks will then charge a parking fee.
                 2. Recognised events may be constrained to a ‘sacrificial route’ whenever 
possible to protect less robust areas. However, unofficial meets continue to be problematic.
               Please see http://www.cannock-chase.co.uk for further details.
          iii. Staffordshire County Council has announced that a group ‘which will be named in 
due course’ will take on the management and maintenance of Consall Nature Park. Please 
see http://www.staffordshirenewsroom.co.uk/successful-applicants-identified-countryside-
estate-management for brief further details.
          iv. G. Greensides will be resigning as Staffordshire Ramblers chair at the 2017 AGM, 
but will continue as a committee member.
          v. H. Scott will resign as Staffordshire Ramblers footpath secretary at the 2018 AGM, 
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but will continue to support the committee. G. Evans will then stand to become footpath 
secretary leaving the Staffordshire Area secretary’s post vacant.
          vi. The Staffordshire County Council budget for rights of way and rangers is to be 
reduced by 30%
          vii. D. Hewett from East Staffordshire Ramblers will investigate the disputed footpath 
at Upper Whitley Farm, Hollington.
     b. T. Adair attended the 12/10/17 Staffordshire Ramblers Area Council meeting at 
Penkridge. He reported:
          i. Meetings had taken place concerning the Cannock Chase AONB management plan.
          ii. Investigations concerning the disputed footpath at Upper Whitley Farm, Hollington 
are ongoing. The matter is now in the hands of Staffordshire County Council.
          iii. Graham Evans is to take over the role of District Footpath Secretary for the City of
Stoke on Trent.
     c. 3/12/17 Christmas dinner and ramble as advertised at 
http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/forthcoming-events.html.
     It was agreed that a budget of £30 be provided to L. Berrington who has kindly 
volunteered to organise a raffle at the dinner. Proposed T. Adair, Seconded H. Caton.
     d. 28/12/17 Boxing day +2 walk as advertised at 
http://www.stokeandnewcastleramblers.org.uk/forthcoming-events.html.
     L. & D. Wynne reported that all arrangements were in place for this event.
     e. Stoke/Newcastle 2018 coach rambles.
     S. Merry reported that D. Martin has suggested two Stoke/Newcastle coach rambles in 
2018. Destinations and tentative dates for these are Ingleton in early June and Kington, 
Herefordshire in July. To ensure the coach is filled these proposed dates are designed so as 
not to clash with Biddulph events. Proposed walking choices at Ingleton are the Waterfall 
walk or Whernside which will complete ‘the three peaks’ as coach rambles. Kington choices 
are a longer linear walk on the Offa’s Dyke trail or an easier shorter route. The Kington 
walks have already been trialed by D. Martin and M. Sproston. The committee expressed its 
thanks and support for these events.
Since St Luke’s Church, Clayton cannot confirm parking availability until February 2018, an
alternative Stoke/Newcastle coach departure point was discussed. It was noted that the daily 
parking charge in the public car park adjacent to the Borough Arms Hotel was reasonable 
and a pickup at the Jubilee swimming baths on Brunswick Street was very practicable.

5. Group Repesentatives

(a) Staffordshire Ramblers Area AGM at Bilston on Saturday 25/11/17
T.Adair agreed to attend this event
(b) Staffordshire Ramblers Area Council meetings at Penkridge
T. Adair and D. Fowler agreed to attend on 11/1/18
T. Adair agreed to attend the event on 5/4/18 which will include consideration of motions 
submitted to the Ramblers General Council.
Group representation on 12/7/18 and 11/10/18 will be considered at the next meeting.
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6. Written and Verbal Reports from Officers and Representatives

o Secretaries:
a. The Stoke-on-Trent City Council urban walking festival ‘Stokies Stride Out’ runs 16th – 
29th October 2017. The walks they propose are 2-5miles.
b. Letters have been sent to Ruth Smeeth (MP Stoke North), Gareth Snell (MP Stoke 
Central), Jack Brereton (MP Stoke South) and Paul Farrelly (MP Newcastle-under-Lyme) 
inviting them to join us for a walk. To date, no responses have been received.
c. Letters have been sent to K. Ainsworth (Secretary, Leek Ramblers) and L. Drakeford 
(Secretary, Biddulph Ramblers) congratulating their respective groups on reaching their 
twenty-year anniversaries. L. Drakeford has replied very positively in behalf of the Biddulph
group indicating their strong desire for continued liaison regarding coach and other social 
events.

o Treasurer:
a. A budget for 2017-2018 has been prepared and submitted.
b. The accounts for 2016-2016 have been balanced, audited and approved.
c. The Annual Return has been completed and submitted to Staffordshire Area Ramblers. 
There has been no response to date.
d. Assets current stand at £1060.85. There has been no further financial activity since the 
AGM.
If there are any bills to be paid, please forward the invoices to me.

o Membership/Publicity:
Membership numbers are as follows:
                   PAID UP MEMBERS        NEW MEMBERS
July 2015           346                                     15
July 2016           333                                     23
July 2017           322                                     27
Oct 2017            321                                      7
Despite a continued rise in new members over the last 3 years, overall membership has 
again declined. This is partly due to our "elderly" membership profile and consequential 
retirees from walking. The increase in recruitment is reducing the group’s average age.
We have had promotional stands again this year with some interest and have continued 
supplying publicity material to libraries; public houses etc

o Countryside Officer:
     a. Arrangements for the devolution of the management of Satffordshire County Council 
country parks are ongoing and the outcomes of this process seem positive:
          o The RSPB is expected to take over the management of Consall Country Park.
          o Staffordshire County Council is expected to retain management of Froghall Wharf.
          o Staffordshire Wildlife Trust are expected to take over the management of 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council parks.
     b. There will be a public meeting scheduled at 10.00 on 7/11/17 to discuss the 
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Moneystone Park planning application. The venue is the Staffordshire Moorlands District 
Council offices, Stockwell Street, Leek. Support would be welcomed as three footpaths will 
be affected by the outcome of this meeting.

o Programme Coordinator:
     a. Following the group walk on 19/7/17, an online feedback (complaints) form was 
submitted to Stoke-on-Trent City Council regarding the disgusting state of the footpath 
behind King William Street, Tunstall. This ‘feedback’ has been acknowledged.
     b. Production and distribution of the winter programme:
          o Winter programme templates have been emailed to the three walks secretaries for 
completion and return by early/mid-September.
                   o 253 members address labels have been received from Central Office
                   o Cost of printing 280 programmes = £199.
                   o Posting and hand-deliveries of programmes will be effective from week 
commencing 15/10/17 (cost of postage TBC)

o Specific reports were not provided by the following officers:
Chair
Vice chair
Group footpath coordinator
Webmaster
Full day walks secretary
Half day walks secretary
Midweek walk secretary
Minutes secretary
Social secretary
Committee members

7. Any other business

(a) S. Merry advised that a letter had been received from Gill Heath, Cabinet member for 
Communities, Staffordshire County Council regarding their proposal for an A, B, C 
classification for all footpaths in the county. Maintenance priority would be given to A 
footpaths with C footpaths only receiving attention when they become unsafe. This is the 
Council’s response to their reduced budget.
A. Bell and D. Fowler both strongly expressed their concern that, by adopting this approach,
the council were neglecting their statutory responsibilities. Since walking groups are most 
likely to use C footpaths, this initiative conflicts with other programmes designed to enhance
health and wellbeing.
Following discussion, it was agreed that committee members’ views should be sent to S. 
Merry who would collate them and agree with T. Adair a committee response to be sent to 
the Council. The support of Ramblers Central Office and other walking groups will also be 
elicited, and the general Stoke/Newcastle membership would be Emailed to encourage large 
numbers of individual responses.

8. Time, Date and Venue of next meeting 19.30 on Wednesday 21/3/18 at the White Star PH, Stoke.
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Subsequent committee meetings will be 18/7/18 and 17/10/18.
The 2018 group AGM will be 26/9/18.
The meeting closed at 20:30
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